
Let’s Get Started! 
First things…RESEARCH!!! Review your committee’s background guide, and 
begin conducting research on your country’s position on the topic. Once you 
have completed your research, you are ready to write your position paper.  

 

 

 



How to Write a Position Paper 
HKMUN requires delegates to write a ONE PAGE single-spaced position paper. 
Each position paper has three basic parts: your country’s national interests, 
your country’s national policies, and your country’s opinion on potential 
resolutions.  

National interests are what your country would like to see happen in the world. 

●​ EXAMPLE: Cameroon, a lesser developed country troubled by terrorism, 
wants to reduce terrorist attacks to stabilize its own government.  

Your nation’s interests CANNOT BE CHANGED AND ARE NOT NEGOTIABLE. 
Instead, they are generally idealized goals or methods of solving specific 
problems. 
 
National policies are your country’s previous/current attempts to secure its 
interests  

●​ EXAMPLE: Cameroon, in an effort to combat terrorism, has sought to enter 
into new extradition treaties.  

These policies ARE NEGOTIABLE.  
 
Potential resolutions are your country’s proposals to resolve the topic your 
committee is discussing. 

●​ EXAMPLE: Cameroon feels that any resolution to prevent terrorism must 
allow the injured country the right to put the terrorists on trial. In addition, 
Cameroon would not oppose the creation of an international information 
network on terrorism. Cameroon, however, will not support any resolution 
that allows terrorist acts to be protected from extradition.  

When you propose potential resolutions, they MUST BE ALIGNED with the 
national interests of your country 
 
Writing position papers benefits you in many ways, but most importantly, writing a 
position paper makes you think about the information you have researched and 
helps you to express ideas concisely and clearly, making you better prepared for 
the conference. 

 



SAMPLE POSITION PAPER 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



Position Paper Formatting 
When writing your position paper make sure to: 

●​ Organize your heading properly  

●​ Avoid using bullet points 

●​ Keep the same font size 

●​ Keep your margins consistent  

 



Position Paper Checklist 
When everything is said and done, it can always help to run through a final 
checklist to make sure you haven't missed anything. Here are a few key pointers 
to keep in mind: 

●​ A brief introduction to the topic and how it affects your country. 

●​ Your country's policies with respect to the issue and your country's 
justification for these policies. 

●​ Actions taken by your country and other organizations in an attempt to 
solve the issue. 

●​ A mention of any significant conventions or resolutions your country has 
participated in, and your delegation's position on them. 

●​ Facts, quotes and statistics to back up your country's position.  

●​ Your potential resolutions outlining how your delegation aims to resolve 
this issue. 

●​ INCLUDE YOUR SOURCES ON A SEPARATE PAGE (NOT optional): 
Including sources shows that your arguments are not just opinions but are 
supported by established research and factual evidence. 

A great position paper has/is… 
📈Thorough use of facts and figures: This is especially impressive when 
you've used information that was not in the background guide. 

🧠Thought-Provoking Solutions: The best position papers have a creative 
policy proposal that tie the whole piece together. 

No rambling: Even if you're writing a longer position paper, make every 
sentence count.  

📄Well-formatted: Use clear spacing between your paragraphs and topic 
sentences. Stay away from bullet points and crazy margins. 

⚖️Balanced Tone: Avoid overly aggressive or defensive language, respectfully 
acknowledge any counterpoints if necessary.  

 



🎯Maintain Clarity and Precision: Use straightforward language to make 
complex ideas accessible. 

What to avoid… 
💡No clear position: Your Position Paper should help your reader to 
understand… your position. So for this reason you shouldn’t hold back too much 
on your delegation’s opinion about the topic. Your goal is to make sure the 
person reading your paper knows where you stand. Clarity is your friend.  

❌Not enough facts: The Position Paper is your chance to show off a little bit. 
Demonstrate how much you know and that you’re invested in finding a solution to 
the committee topic. 

💢Not using diplomatic language: Remember, you are the representative for a 
country, you are not expressing your own views, you are expressing the views of 
your delegation. 

❔Unnecessary language: It’s easy to go overboard with the official language. 
It’s something that just doesn’t help and can make your opinion more difficult to 
understand. 

🤥 Fake facts: Unless you’re dealing with a topic that doesn’t have any statistics 
or research, make sure that you're using reliable facts and statistics to back up 
your arguments. 
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